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was forced into a conflict, it was essential that
they should come out of it victorious. Diplomacy
should be conducted on the principles laid down
by Polonius for the guidance of his son.

On my return to Egypt, therefore, I adopted
an attitude of studied moderation. To the
despair of many of the British officials, I yielded
on several minor points as to which they thought,
with some reason, that they ought to have been
more vigorously supported. I was well aware
that this conciliatory spirit would be mistaken for
weakness, that it would fail to conciliate, and
that it would, on the contrary, afford encourage-
ment to the commission of some flagrant act of
hostility, which would ultimately necessitate
strong action being taken. Nevertheless, the
adoption of this attitude had, from my point of
view, the great advantage that public opinion
would be prepared for a conflict, and that, when
the conflict eventually came, I should be in a far
better position to deal with it by reason of the
patience displayed in the preliminary skirmishes.
It is almost always better for any one in a re-
sponsible position to be accused of undue patience
than to run the risk of being charged with undue
precipitancy. In this particular case, I had not
long to wait before a conflict was forced upon
me.

Towards ;, the  end  of  December,   Mustapha